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PKLSIDENTTAL CALL TAPED

Secret Testlmony Gives -

Ghmpses of CIA’ s‘ World

BY BOBEB'I: L. JACKSON

Tlmes Statf Writer 2

F W;ASHR\TGTGN—-"We danot forge:

Amesioan pagsgports,said William B,
. Colby, “head,
§,ligence Agency. *Sohetimes we have

L;stsport."

It is a world where agents some=
times disgdise themselves to inter-
view other-US. citizens and ‘where
former. CIA Director Richard M.
"Helms once secretly tape-recorded
.private instructions ‘from Presidént -

" - Lymdon B. Johnson to make sure he

understood what Johitson Was saying,
according to.transcripts of closed
hearings that were examined by The
Times.

Agency officials spoke of the gray
area" of domestic intelligence and. of
the need to strengthen the CIA's au-
thority to investigate leaks of nation-
al security information, the heaung
records show. L

In th%e Senate and House sessions
in 1973 and 1974, CIA officials talked

about reacting to White House pres-

sures but said the agency had never
been pushed into illegal actions.

The records examined by The
Times were of closed hearings before
the Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee on May 14 and 17, 1973, and be-

fore the Intelligence Subcommitteg of -

the House Armed Services Commit-
tee.on March 7, 1974.
CIA officials were questioned on

these dates about. their actions in're~ |
lation to the Watergate scandal,

They denied anything but a peripher-
al connectioni to the case but gave
other insights into agency operations.

Nowhere, however, did they’ dis-
close what Colby and his predecessor,
Defense Secretary James R. Schlesin-

ithe: Central, Tutel-

a passport in ahas, butitisa genume

: from time o
such as wesponsgstimates anld things

of that kind,* he told the senators, ac
2_cording to the transeript.
*This town, if ‘may say so, 1s no

picnic. And the:

when pregsures, werg applied for this e
Please: Tiirn to Page 10, Col.: 1

with the Senate comtmtteé‘? HBlms:
said that 'Presidents Johnson and’
Richard M. Nixon occasionally hed
called him to demand information. . .

1 "*The pressure Was applied on us.
on various things,
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¢ Continued from First Page
* that.or the other things—what about
* this bombing report, why doesn't it
‘. say this rather than that, and so
- forth. But I dom't recall any of that
: kind . . . having to do. with domestic
!l _aspects.”
Demangds from Johnson once be-
- came so great-that Helm's secretly
- tape-recorded the President's instruc-
{ tions in hopes of understanding them

¢ better, the former CIA director told

: the House subcommittee. He said he

¥

uments. But Helms insisted none of
the conversations had dealt with
Watergate. _
Although the White House. fre-
quently demanded information,sthose
lines of communication were not mu-
- tual, Helms hinted. Although former
CIA agent E. Howard Hunt Jr. was a
personal acquaintance of his, Helms
said, the agency had not.-been in-

‘formed before the White House,

wired Hunt as a consultant in the
summer of 1971 :

: could push a button on his CIA officaq/™ wphis struck me as-odd," Helms said,

- phone to record a conversation and/ aithough he added that Hunt's record .
was a good one. He Said Hunt, a 20-

« could activate other bugging devices
« to record conferences in his office

-« and in an adjoining room. . . .

»  In describing the Johnson incident,
“for which he gave no date, Helms

said: : .
/ "I do recall at one time having a
very active conversation with Pres-
jdent Johnson about a whole lot of

A things he wanted me to do about
' Vietnam, and my finally, in despera-
tion, pushing this button in order-to -

get straight what he was trying to

| tell me to do” :

" Helms told the congressmen that
he did not recall ever recording con-
versations with Mr. Nixon.

His phone tapes, he said, no longer

his secretary. Helms said he used the
device only occasionally and custo-

<jnarily ‘tore up the transcripts after -

“they had served his purpose.

+office conversations from 1965 until
<he departed as director in February,

41973, He acknowledged having de- -

#stroyed the conversations in January,

year employe of the CIA, once had
received and paid back a large inter-
est-free loan from a CIA affiliate

known as the Public Service -Aid So--

ciety. .

This organization, funded by volun-
tary contributions from CIA agents,
is used to aid financially distressed,
employes, Helms explained. At the
time, Hunt's daughter was under-
going psychiatric treatment after an
.auto accident; he said.’

Hunt later - became part of the
‘White House "Plumbers" intelligerice
unit-—which. Helms said he had not
known about—and eventually was
- convicted of conspiracy in the

.. Watergate break-in. =~
exist because they were regularly er- -
ased after a transcript was typed by,

_ Colby, in the still-classified Senate
- transcript of May, 1973, talked about
CIA disguises after contending that
the agency had lent Hunt a wig and
other devices-in good faith in 1971.

- When asked whether disguises
# He siid he had recorded about 30 # were ever used in this country, Colby

eplied affirmatively.
TL "There are situations,”

which we want to hire an individual

to be an agent abroad. We want him

he said, "in -

1@@4@%-2

tleman. We want to find out what
kind of background he has. We do
not want anyone going around with
the name CIA because that would
.immediately alert the people to
" whom he is talking."

- Thus, many domestic interviews
.are. conducted by agenis posing as

_private investigators, sometimes,

- wearing wigs or false glasses, he told
the committee.

.+ Interviews with foreign sources in
this country often are conducted in
the same manner, Colby testified.

1 %It there was a foreigner in the
United Stateg who we wanted to try
to develop as an agent for use

('ﬂabroad," Colby said, "it might well be |

that we would want to conduct that
relationship under a false identity, so

_if it went bad hé could not publicly

denounce and- criticizé the US. for
[ having tried to recruit him""

[~ Schlesinger said it was "legal for a
CIA employe to approach an Ameri-
can citizen or others in disguise for

7 the purpose of fulfilling the DCTs (di-
rector'sy responsibility to protect.

sources and methods."
"But this is a gray-area because of

\the other aspects,' he added, refer-

ring to the National Security Act of
© 1947, which provides that the ClA
shall not engage in domestic spying
on Americans. .
-On the same point, Helms recom-
mended that the agency be empow-
ered to investigate domestic cases,
especially where leaks of national se-
curity information have occurred.

law to the FBL
It was to assist in an investigation
- four years ago of Daniel Ellsberg's

£1978 Spreld e mitesc Sa04n0hd A RLPT I aR AR, oot o T

f:asked him in writing to preserve any

“Watergate-related tapes and doc-

- cover.
"We want to investigate that gen-

along with a psychiatric profile of
Elisberg.

This area presently is referved by
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